Q: What is CAP?

A: The Civil Air Patrol is the official Auxiliary of the United States Air Force. We have three primary missions: Aerospace Education, Emergency Services and Cadet Programs. 

Our Aerospace Education program promotes and supports air and space education, both for its own members and the general public. CAP educational programs help prepare American citizens to meet the challenges of a sophisticated aerospace society and understand its related issues. 

While CAP Emergency Services has long been associated with search and rescue missions, its work also includes disaster relief and communications, as well as counterdrug and homeland security missions. Search and rescue remains an important service provided by CAP members, however. CAP flies 95 percent of all federal inland SAR missions, as directed by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center (AFRCC) at Langley AFB, Va. CAP also supports the Joint Rescue Coordination Centers in Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico. 

Finally, the CAP Cadet Program builds strong citizens for the future by providing leadership training, technical education, scholarships and career education to young men and women, ages 12 to 21. Thousands of young people have their first orientation flights through the cadet program, and hundreds have soloed in gliders and powered aircraft. Tens of thousands have attended CAP encampments throughout the nation. At a national encampment, CAP cadets gather from throughout the nation. They may learn techniques for search and rescue and disaster relief. They may sample possible career choices by studying with a university engineering or technology department. They may learn teamwork and leadership through competitions in problem-solving and physical endurance. 
Q: How do I join CAP?

A: First things first- Come to a squadron meeting! All information about CAP and joining will be made availible there. If you would like to locate the nearest CAP unit to you, go to this website: http://cap.findlocation.com/
 

Q: What are the age requirements to join CAP?

A: The age for Cadets is from 12 to 21, and 18 years of age and up for Officers (Senior Members). A Cadet may choose to stay in the Cadet Program untill his twenty-first birthday should that cadet join before he is 18.

 

Q: Are the Cadets and/or Senior Members required to go into the military?

A: Absolutely not! Cadets and Officer Members are not obligated for any military service at any time upon joining CAP. The Cadet Program is designed for young adults 12-21 years of age that have an interest in becoming a better leader, stronger and more disciplined individual, and to become an all around better person. CAP offers national cadet encampments with activities in emergency services, engineering, technology, physical fitness, teambuilding and flight training. You can even visit foreign countries through the International Air Cadet Exchange.

 

Q: How do Cadets advance in grade?

A: Advancement in the cadet program progresses over 16 achievements divided across 4 phases. With some exceptions, each achievement contains a physical fitness, leadership, aerospace education and moral leadership component. A new cadet grade is earned at the completion of each achievement. There are 14 cadet grades beginning with Cadet Airman Basic and ending with Cadet Colonel. Advancement is not automatic, and you may be retained in your current grade if your performance or maturity does not indicate that you can handle increased responsibility. 

Some achievements carry additional requirements beyond passing exams. For example, in Achievement 8 you must write a 500 word essay and present a 7 minute speech to the unit. As another example, before you can complete Phase II to earn the General Billy Mitchell Award you must attend, and complete, a one-week long encampment event.The first achievement may be completed after you have officially joined CAP and you complete an orientation course. All other achievements require a minimum of 60 days between completion. Click on Path Of Progression In The Civil Air Patrol to view a progession matrix and leadership expectations.
Q: Can I learn to and continue to fly through CAP?

A: Cadets do receive multiple opportunities to fly, and learn about flight, through the Orientation Ride and glider programs. These programs are federally funded through the US Air Force. In some cases transportation to and from CAP events may be provided on CAP aircraft. Transportation to some special events may also be provided via military airlift. After earning the General Billy Mitchell Award you may become eligible for scholarship money that may be applied to flight training. Also, CAP hosts its own Flight Academies, both power and glider, and the cost of achieving a license is at an extremely reduced rate through CAP.
Q: Can participation in CAP help my son/daughter get into college?
A: CAP can help cadets both indirectly and directly. The cadet program seeks to instill within cadets principles of teamwork, personal accountability, and moral leadership. In terms of extracurricular activities, cadet involvement in CAP is an outstanding reference on a college application.

For those cadets seeking a commission in the United States Air Force it should be noted that approximately 10% of all cadets attending the United States Air Force Academy are former CAP cadets.

An enlistment in the Air Force can help cadets to pursue a technical track or earn money for college tuition after high school graduation. Upon enlistment in the USAF, a cadet who has earned the General Billy Mitchell Award will be awarded the advance grade of E-3.

Q: Are the Cadets and/or Senior Members required to go into the military?

A: Absolutely not! Cadets and Officer Members are not obligated for any military service at any time upon joining CAP. The Cadet Program is designed for young adults 12-21 years of age that have an interest in becoming a better leader, stronger and more disciplined individual, and to become an all around better person. CAP offers national cadet encampments with activities in emergency services, engineering, technology, physical fitness, teambuilding and flight training. You can even visit foreign countries through the International Air Cadet Exchange.

Q: Is CAP safe for my child?
A: Of course! CAP conducts FBI criminal history record checks on every CAP senior member in our best effort to screen any individuals with past offenses. We also require senior members to participate in our Cadet Protection Program Training (CPPT). For more information regarding how CAP approaches cadet safety please refer to CAP Pamphlet 50-6, CAP Cadet Protection Policy and Program for Parents. Adult supervision is required and always provided in CAP activities. 

 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT:
Do you want to fly, learn survival techniques, search and rescue skills, and camp out on the weekends? These are some of the activities provided by CAP.

Did you know that when a plane is missing, trained Cadets from the Civil Air Patrol could do a large part of the search and rescue work. They marshal search planes, operate the radios, talk to and direct pilots and ground teams, and go into the field as ground teams using electronic tracking equipment. 

Civil Air Patrol Cadets perform color guards for Veteran's Day, Memorial Day, and other patriotic and community functions. They also have drill teams which compete with other teams across the country in areas of drill and ceremonies, aerospace and leadership knowledge, and physical fitness. 

The Civil Air Patrol has a program for Cadets that offers fun and excitement as you learn and work together as a team. Cadets attend summer camps on Air Force Bases throughout the State and Country. 

 

